PRESS RELEASE

DATELINE:  August 23, 2010
CONTACT:  Steve Turkiewicz, CAE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ED GARDING ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE MONTANA BANKERS ASSOCIATION

Ed Garding, Executive Vice President, Chief Credit Officer, First Interstate BancSystem, Inc., Billings, was elected Vice Chairman of the Montana Bankers Association during the 107th Annual Membership Meeting.  Garding will serve one year as a policy maker for the banking community.  

Garding graduated with a B.S. in Business Administration from MSU-Billings in 1971 and began his banking career at First Interstate Bank in Billings.  He has been President of First Interstate Bank in Colstrip and Hardin, MT, as well as Sheridan, WY.  

Garding served as President of the Wyoming Bankers Association in 1993.  He served as the ABA State Membership Chairman for Montana and on the ABA Government Relations Council, and is currently an ABA Delegate for Montana.  He was Chairman of Pacific Coast Banking School in 1999.  Garding serves as a member on the MSU-Billings Foundation Board and previously served as Secretary/Treasurer of the MBA Executive Committee.  He also serves on the MBA Board of Directors representing First Interstate BancSystem, Inc. 

The Montana Bankers Association brings together all categories of banking institutions to best represent the interests of the rapidly changing industry.  Its membership - which includes community, regional and money center banks and holding companies, as well as trust companies and savings banks - makes MBA the largest banking trade association in Montana.  MBA can be found on the internet at  GOTOBUTTON BM_8_ www.montanabankers.com.
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